$50,000 Grand Prize - Staples' Contest Will Jump Start a Berks-Area Business
    

Even a thriving business can use a little boost. With Staples Business Expo's new Build Your Business Contest a Berks-area business is likely to get a big jolt.  A local winner will walk away with $50,000 in equipment and services.
   

To enter the local contest, pick up an entry form at an area Staples Business Expo or Staples Superstore, or log onto www.staplesbusinessEXPO.com.  In 150 words or less tell how $50,000 in equipment and expert services will improve your business. Entry forms must be submitted by November 4, 2003; winners will be announced by mid-November.  The contest is open to businesses with two to 50 employees.  
    

The $50,000 grand prize includes a server, three laptops, two desktop computers and three printers all from Hewlett Packard, software from Microsoft, Microsoft and Intel wireless network, Canon digital copier, Nortel Networks telephone system, Interland custom website, and five Global Furniture Workstations – each consisting of a desk,  three chairs and credenza.  Equipment will be installed by a Staples Business Expo field engineer.  In addition, five semi-finalists will receive a $200 Staples gift card.  
    

"Staples Business Expo is a completely new retail concept. This contest helps us celebrate the possibilities we offer local businesses," explains Jane Biering, Senior Vice President of Staples Business Expo.  "We are different from a Staples Superstore in that Staples Business Expo is a full service dealer for our products.  We not only sell business-grade phone systems, computer networks, software packages, digital copiers and office furniture, we offer services like design, installation, maintenance and training.  There will always be someone there to help you."      
    

Staples Business Expo was launched in 2002 by Staples Inc. as an innovative store that combines the basic everyday office supply offerings with custom fit solutions on computer network and data services, digital multifunction copiers, telephone systems and services, as well as commercial-grade furniture and space planning.  There are currently seven Staples Business Expo locations in Pennsylvania, Delaware and New Jersey.  The company is awarding $50,000 grand prizes in each of four Staples Business Expo markets in the tri-state area. 
    

"We are committed to helping businesses grow," explains Biering.  "Our contest will give a lucky business owner the jump start of a lifetime.  We will get them networked, connected, wired and running at full speed." 
    

For more information or to enter the contest, go to: 
www.staplesbusinessEXPO.com
