A Holiday Message

During the holidays is a good time to reflect on the many benefits of living a great and prosperous life in the United States.  This really hit home for me recently when I became involved in helping a Liberian family – 9 adults and 10 children ages 3 to 15 – who were sponsored by our church from a refugee camp in Ghana.  Over the last year, I had helped restore a home in Coatesville for this family who we hoped would come, but had no guarantees that they would ever arrive.  When we found out that 19 were coming in late June, we were overwhelmed!  They arrived with no shoes and only a few clothes.  

In Liberia, before the rebel army took over, they had lived a middle class existence for their country.  The men had good jobs (some were in college) and the children ate well and went to school.  When the army brutally killed the father, and beat up the 12-year old brother to within inches of his life, the family made a decision to leave their home and all of their possessions for the Ghana refugee camp.  It took them 4 months to get there, and some died along the way.  Once in Ghana, the camp was deplorable with 45,000 refugees, no doctor, little food and their shelter was a mud hut that they constructed.  After about 3-4 years living in the camp, they were selected to come to America where their older sister and aging mother already resided. Just four months later, the children are doing well in school, one father has purchased a car and learned to drive and the men are all working.  Comments Lee, one of the fathers, “This is the greatest country in the world!  You people are all so rich!  You can do anything in America!”  So, over the holidays take a moment and appreciate the freedoms we have in our country... freedom to go where you want, freedom to work where you want, freedom to get an education, freedom to worship as you please... and the freedom to just live a great life by making it what you want it to be.  We ARE truly fortunate to be Americans!
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Janet will present the following workshop as part of the Kutztown SBDC’s Business Skills for Success series. 
Internet Marketing 101:  Creating Business Websites that Meet Sales and Marketing Goals.

Learn:

· How to create a website that is marketing driven and not just “brochure ware”

· Tips on evaluating a current business website to determine how to improve it

· Ways to drive traffic to a website to generate leads or sales

· How to get better search engine placement by using meta tags and other techniques

This workshop will prepare business owners and marketing professionals to utilize the Internet as a true sales tool.  Recipients will learn how to utilize the Internet as a flexible and cost-effective marketing strategy.

Janet Chambers, President, Beacon Marketing Solutions, has been in marketing for 22 years.  She has spoken on business marketing, internet marketing and related topics for the Exton Chamber of Commerce, Montco Chamber of Commerce, and the Kutztown University Small Business Development Center.  She is owner of Beacon Marketing Solutions, a full-service marketing communications firm specializing in the marketing needs of small and emerging businesses.  Chamber holds a B.A. in Marketing from Michigan State University and is a graduate of the Sandler Sales Institute.  Her articles on sales and marketing have appeared in numerous trade journals including Medical Products Sales magazine.
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